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HOW CHAPLAIN KANE ONCE

TOOK AIM AT JEFF DAVIS.

Story Told for the First Time of a Plot

to Kill the President of the Confeder-

acy While He Was a Prisoner.

There is told every year for the first

time some startling eent of the stirring
scenes between '6t and '65, which

afterward becomes a part of ttie history

of that momentous period.

The story of the captuic of Jeff
Davis has been printed often and with

facts varying so greatly that the North
em or Southern reader cannot help but
find some account to suit him. It is

hardly probable, siys the New York
Herald, that it will ever be known
whether or not he was in feminine
attire when captured, but this is of
minor importance in comparison with
the fact, now for the first lime pub
lished, that when the head of the
Southern Confederacy was imprisoned
in the United States transport Clyde,
prior to being transferred to F01 tress
Monroe, he was tried by a mock court
martial, sentenced to be shot, and only
the appearance of his little daughter
prevented the appointed executioner
from pulling the trigger that would
undoubtedly have sent a bullet through
his heart.

The determination to avenge the
assassination of President Lincoln by
summarily ending the career of Davis
was the result of a regular but un-

official trial by a number of the officers
on board the United States steamer
Pontoosuc, then acting as guard of
the transport Clyde. The man who
was selected to carry out the plan was
Ensign James J. Kane, now chaplain
at the lirooklyn Navy Yard, and well
known throughout the country as the
oldest chaplain in point of service in
the navy. Ensign Kane had served in
the Navy from 18G1. He was a
capital shot, the hero of many advent
ures, and, like many others at that
time, believed the Scriptural require-
ment for the forgiveness of enemies did
not extend far enough to save the life
of Davis.

The movements of the party that
captured Davis, from the time the cap-
ture was made until the prize was safely
landed at Fortress Monroe, were
shrouded in mystery. It was feared
that the Union soldiers would kill him
at any opportunity, and Colonel l'rilch- -

ard, of the Fourth- - Michigan, and
eighty then were kept on guard aboard
the steamer Emilie and afterward on
the Clyde, to which the party was
transferred in Hampton Roads. Among
the prisoners besides Jeff Davis were
his wife and sister and three children;
Alexander H. Stephens, Mr. Reagan,
Postmaster-Genera- l of the Confeder
acy; Clement C. Clay and wife, Gen
eral Wheeler and staff, Colonels John'
son and Lubbeck of Davis' staff, Major
Morand, Captain Moody, Lieutenant
Hathaway and several privates. The
party arrived opposite Fortress Men
roe on May 19th, and orders to land
were not received until May 23d. In
the meantime the feeling against Davis
reached fever heat, lhere were de
mands that he be shot from thousands
of loyal people of the North, and threats
of death on the lips of soldicis still in
the south, who believed Davis should
be hanged to avenge the death of
Lincoln.

Much of the talk of the officers on
the Pontoosuc was naturally about the
closing scenes of the war and the pris-

oner whom the ship was there to guard.
The chance that Davis might escape
the death punishment was looked upon
as a possible disgrace to the honor of
the Republic that could only be averted
by summary action. This was the
finding by the improvised court-martia- l,

consisting of a group of officers off duty,
and Ensign Kane was appointed to kill
Davis at the first chance. The oppor-
tunity came on May 23rd. The Pon-

toosuc and Clyde were then lying within

300 yards of each other Ensign Kane
and a number of his brother officers
met in Ijis room. The scene thai fol

lowed is described in his own words
"Jeff Davis," he said, "was sitting in

a steamer chair on the deck of the
Clyde. It was a clear day and I could
see him as plainly as if he had been but
one hundred feet away. I loaded an
Enfield rifle I had picked up on the
battle field of Fort Fisher, and resting
the muzzle in an air port, aimed it at
the heart of Davis. I feel confident I

could have sent a bullet to the target,
but some influence prevented me from
pulling the trigger.

"I can't do it," I said to my comrades,
but they urged me to lire, and told me
I would be justified in doing so. "It
would be murder," I said, and one of
them answered: "Think of the death of
Lincoln." With that I took aim again
and even touched the trigger, but
psychological force I now think wms of
divine origin prevented me from doin
the act which would have ruined me
forever after. I still hesitated, how
ever, and was still aiming when the lit
tie daughter of Davis came on deck
with a lady who was probably her
mother and ran into her father's arms,
It was then impossible to shoot without
endangering the life of the little girl.

and I laid up the gun. A short time
afterward, and before the child had left
the arms of its father, the vessels
drifted apart, making it impossible fo
any of the other officers to do the
killing.

"1 have been thankful ever since
that I was restrained from doing what
would have been an extremely rash act
and I hive never until now related th
incident except with a requirement of
secrecy."

Chaplain Kane lias been stationed at
the Brooklyn Navy vara lor nearly a
year. He received his commission as
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Dr. 6. JAEGER'S

Sanitary

Underwear

I desire to call the attention
of persons going abroad to

these celebrated sanitaty pro-

ductions, for which I am Sole

Agent for the Islands.
Its to your advantage both

Financially and Physically, to

supply yourself with a Full
Outfit before leaving. I have

just imported a fresh supply
direct from Germany of Dr.

Jaeger's

UNDERWEAR,
For men.

PAJAMA SUITS,

HOSIERY,

NORMAL BELTS,
A cholera preventive.

COMBINATION
SUITS,

For ladies.

Jaeger

By the yard, for making or re
pairing garments.

Also, a few pairs remaining of

Just the thing for Tourists.

Your

Gauze

Jaeger
Blankets,

nspection
nvited

M. GOLDBERG

SOI.U ACICNT KOU

Du. G. Jaipur's Pkoductions,
21 tf
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POINTERS' IN SHOES

Just three pointers will be enough for you:
1st We have over 20,000 pairs of Shots in stock to select

from, embracing all leading lines.
2nd We buy in larger quantities than any one in the coun-

try, only spot cash, consequently we buy cheaper.
3rd We have no extraordinary inducements to offer: you

would distrust a man who had gold dollars to sell for ninety
cents. Look out for the shoe man with that kind of a story;
his shoes may be Counterfeits.

THE MANUFACTURERS' SHOE CO.

Wholesale and Retail Boots and Shoes,
102 FORT STREET.

Space reserved for

ijBNSON, SMITH & CO:
'

. Wholesale and Retail

Druggists

The Hawaiian News Co.L'd

STATIONERS,
News and Music Dealers,

25 and 27 MERCHANT STREET, K15K1 ON HANI)

A Superior Aortnient of Goods-Bla- nk Book, all kimlii Memorandum Booki. In great variety!

PIANOS, GUITARS, MANDOLINS,

Sheet Music Subscriptions Received for any Periodical Published.

AGENTS l'OR

Klinkners Red Rubber Stamp and Yost Type Writer.

i

1!. V, Hm k SONS,

Wholesale Grocers,

Honolulu, 11. I.

A FULL LINE

OF

GROCERIES
Always on Hand.

FRESH GOODS

Per Every Steamer and Sail.

Cheese, Lard, Hams Butter,
Codfish, Milk, Onions,

Crackers, Potatoes, Salmon,
Macaroni, Corn Meal,

Pickled Skipjack, Alvuoie,
Herrings,

Flour, Grain and Ucans.

Saddle Lcallior, Harness Leather

And All Kinds of

Leather and Nails for Shoe

makers.

U. W. ilcCIIISiW k SONS,

AGENTS l'OR

HIGHEST PRICE

PAID FOR

Hides and Goat Skins!

HIDE SALT

11. l UtVRY t SONS,

Honolulu Works Co

Laundry

42, and 63 bars to case-O- ne

Pounds.

HIGHEST

PRICE

FOR
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HARDWARE, Builders and General,
always u to the times in quality, styles and prices.

Plantations Supplies,
a full assortment to suit the various demands.

Steel Plows,
made expressly for Island work with extra parts.

CULTIVATORS' CANE KNIVES.

Agricultural Implements,
Hoes, Shovels, Mattocks, etc,, clc.

Carpenters', Blacksmiths'
and Machinists

& and

Tools,
Screw Plates, Taps and Dies, Twist Drills,

Paints and Oils, Brushes, Glass,
Asbestos Hair Felt and Felt Mixture.

Blakes' Steam Pumps,
Weston's Centrifugals.

SEWING MACHINES.
Wilcox Remington

Lubricating Oils, nntl
iy none.

General Merchandise,
It is not possibiu to list everything we if there is anything

you want, conic ask for it, you will he
No to show

the Volcano
Nature's Grandest Wonder.

TJie Popular and Scenic Route

IS I3V

Wilder's Steamship Company's

HonoSu In Tannery. ai steamer kinau,

AGENTS

Soap

Hundred

PAID

Gibbs,

with Courteous and Attentive

VIA ILO:

The Kinau Leaves Honolulu Every 10 Days,

TUESDAYS AND FRIDAYS,

AT LOW PRICE. Arriving at Thursday Sunday Mornings

Soap

56

and

From Hilo to Volcano 30 Miles,

Passengers are Convoyed Carriages,

TWENTY-TW- O MILES,

a Si'i.BN'nii) Macadam izici) Road,
way through a i roptcai

balance of thu ou

For

Till!

aju

quality efficiency surpassed

have;
politely

trouble goods.

Kitted Electric Light, Electric Hells, Service.
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treated.

The road

running most of thu
ridu alone worth thu

lorsuback.

ABSENT FROM HONOLULU 7 DAYS!

-- xzr TICKET S,'- -

Including All Expenses,

For the Round Trip, Fifty Dollars.

Further Iniormation,

Corner Fort
Cam. at tuk Ofhck,
Queen Streets.

3 i

in

a
.

: :

1


